MONSIEUR BERGERET IN PARIS   153

shade beloved of the violet. Christian! will be set
at liberty, nothing more. People will look askance
at him for staving in Loubet's hat. Of course!
Once deposed, Loubet, who at present is nothing
but a low Panamist, will be a predecessor when we
have replaced him. The King will sit in his arm-
chair at the Auteuil races and he will then consider
that Christian! created a regrettable precedent and
will bear him a grudge for doing so. Even we
ourselves, we who are plotting for him, will become
suspect; conspirators are not liked at Court. I am
telling you this to save you from bitter disappoint-
ment. The secret of happiness is to live without
illusions. As far as I am concerned, if my services
are forgotten or despised, I shall not complain.
Politics isn't a matter of sentiment; I realize only
too well what His Majesty will be forced to do
when we have set him upon the throne of his
fathers. Before rewarding gratuitous devotion, a
good King pays for the services which have been
sold to him. Don't make any mistake about that!
The greatest honours and the most lucrative
positions will be given to the Republicans. The
trimmers alone will form a third of our political
personnel, and will receive their pay before we do.
And that is only fair. Gromance, the old Chouan
who went over to the Republic under M&ine,
explains his position very clearly when he tells us :